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country, Languedoc, in 780, where he built a small hermitage near a
chapel of St Saturninus, on the brook Anian, near the river Eraud, upon
his own estate.    Here he lived some years in extreme poverty, praying
continually that God would teach him to do his will, and make him faith-
fully correspond with his eternal designs.   Some solitaries, and with them
the holy man Widmar, put themselves under his direction, though he
long excused himself.    They earned their livelihood by their labour, and
lived on bread and water, except on Sunday and solemn festivals, on which
they added a little wine and milk when it was given in alms.   The holy
superior did not exempt himself from working with the rest in the fields,
either carrying wood or ploughing; and sometimes he copied good books.
The number of his disciples increasing, he quitted the valley and built
a monastery in a more spacious place, in that neighbourhood.   He showed
his love of poverty by his rigorous practice of it; for he long used wopden,
and afterwards glass or pewter, chalices at the altar; and if any presents
of silk or ornaments were made him, he gave them to other churches.
However, he some time after changed his way of thinking with respect to
the church;   built a cloister and a stately church, adorned with marble
pillars, furnished it with silver chalices and rich ornaments, and bought a
great number of books.   He had in a short time three hundred religious
under his direction, and also exercised a general inspection over all the
monasteries of Provence, Languedoc, and Gascony, which respected him
as their common parent and master.    At last he remitted something in
the austerities of the reformation he had introduced among them.

Benedict was become the oracle of the whole kingdom, and he established
his reformation in many great monasteries with little or no opposition*
His most illustrious colony was the Monastery of Gellone, founded In
804 by William, Duke of Aquitain, who retired into it himself, whence
it was called St Guillem du Desert. By the councils held under Charlemagne,
in 813, and by the Capitulars of that prince, published the same year, it
was ordained that the canons should live according to the canons and laws
of the church, and the monks according to the rule of St Bennet, by which
regulation an uniformity was introduced in the monastic order in the
West. The emperor Louis Debonnair, who succeeded his father on the
28th of January, 814, committed to the saint the inspection of all the
abbeys in his kingdom. To have him nearer his own person, the emperor
obliged him to live in the Abbey of Marmunster, in Alsace; and as this
was still too remote, desirous of his constant assistance in his councils,
he built the monastery of Inde, two leagues from Ais-le-Chapelle, the
residence of the emperor and court. Notwithstanding St Benedict's
constant abode in this monastery, he had still a hand in restoring monastic
discipline throughout France and Germany, as he also was the chief
instrument in drawing up the canons for the reformation of prebendaries